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What We’ll Do Today
● Play a game!
● Learn about tools for creating an escape 

room
● Learn from our successes and 

challenges
● Brainstorm how you could create an 

escape room activity for your library



What is an escape room?
“An adventure-based game in which players 
solve a series of puzzles and riddles using 
clues, hints, and strategy to complete the 
objectives at hand. Players are given a set 
time limit to solve the puzzles and complete 
the game.”
Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Escape_room


Let’s Play a Game

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Df-iOVz7S7I


How It All Began



Our Tools



Bulldog Welcome Week 2018

Goal: develop a fun activity for 
students to do in the library space that 
isn’t focused on learning about the 
library

Audience: incoming students

Theme: Duluth-y, lighthouse 



UMD Seminar Fall 2018



A “Complete Picture” of Duluth



UMD Seminar Fall 2019

Theme: Tour of the UMD Library
--->

Clues: based on library 
services/resources that students 
should know about



Think + Pair + Share
Brainstorm how you could create an escape                                             

room for your library.

What would you do differently for your escape room?



Tips

✘ First puzzle should be relatively easy to build 
confidence

✘ Coming up with puzzles takes time, especially 
the first few times you do it

✘ Think outside the box!
✘ Partner with the local escape rooms for 

discount codes as prizes



Questions?



References and Resources

✘ Beyond Reinventing the Library Scavenger Hunt: Teaching 
Library Literacy to First-Year Experience Students Using an 
Escape Room Jennifer L. Pate and Derek Malone, University of 
North Alabama

✘ Breakout EDU
✘ Canva

http://www.loexconference.org/2018/presentations/LOEX2018_breakoutedu_%27PateMalone%27.pdf
http://www.loexconference.org/2018/presentations/LOEX2018_breakoutedu_%27PateMalone%27.pdf
http://www.loexconference.org/2018/presentations/LOEX2018_breakoutedu_%27PateMalone%27.pdf
https://www.breakoutedu.com/
https://www.canva.com/

