
Adventures 
of a Pop-up 

Library

Presented by Alicia Peterson, Dana 
Bjerke, and Joyce Linman

Minnetonka 
Farmers 
Market

Mpls
Parks

Cottageville
Park

Summer 
School

Oakes
Park



once 
upon a 

time



we had a 
vision for 
a pop-up 

library



we 
mapped 
our path 



gathering 
the pieces



• plan early, plan often
• meet with supervisor
• reach out and meet with   

community partners
• create service plan 
• choose locations
• make schedule



• collection
• space for storing/packing
• time to organize
• time to plan
• early learning activities
• place to work
• schedule 
• staff, volunteers, partners
• communication







the 
adventure 

begins 



minnetonka





















Ridgedale





The team has created an amazing gathering spot for 
guests and it is different every week. I have gotten so much 
positive, unsolicited feedback from guests and vendors 
about the booth and how much they appreciate your 
presence at the market

--Amy Weiss, Minnetonka 



minneapolis
park & rec

pop-up 
music library





goals













--Alex, age 9
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based on 
a true story



a





Pre-K, 572, 30%

K - 5, 569, 30%

Teen, 75, 4%

Adult, 562, 30%

55+, 122, 6%

TOTAL ATTENDANCE BY AGE



pop-
ups…….…………………………………….. 27

open hours……………………………………… 75

new cards…………………….………………… 87

returns…………………………………………… 369

check outs…………………………………...... 1,322

head count……………………………………… 2,476

a few grand totals for summer
including f market, hopkins parks, summer schools, and music programs
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How often did your family visit the Pop-up Library this summer?
Number of Families
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We don't use the library

Once in a while

Once or twice a month

Once a week

How often does your family visit a "regular" public library?

Number of Families



41%

27%

32%

Affect on Reading Frequency

Our family read the same amount as we would have without the Pop-up Library.

Our family read a little more often because of the Pop-up Library.

Our family read a lot more often because of the Pop-up Library.



Our family's feeling about libraries is MORE
NEGATIVE than before we visited the Pop-up

Library

Our family's feeling about libraries is ABOUT
THE SAME as before we visited the Pop-up

Library.

Our family's feeling about libraries is MORE
POSITIVE OR EXCITED than before we visited

the Pop-up Library.
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outcomes

What was your family's favorite part 
of the Pop-up Library?

of kid-friendly 
books that made it 
easier to check out 
books (w/o taking 
2 hours!) Thanks

The combo of 
outdoor fun, 

community & books...
brilliant concept that 
deserves continued 
support & funding!

books

scavenger 
hunt

dramatic 
play

button 
maker

chess

story
time

games
this is 
great!

kids get 
excited for the 

scavenger hunt & 
to play & look at 
books -- great 

idea

science 
lab

people 
who work 

here!



What can we do to make the Pop-up Library better?

nothing - it's 
AWESOME!use it all the 

year around

do it again 
next year

have pin 
maker every 

week



sequel



Turkey Day Giveaway



• visited with around 50 people

• offered new cards, check outs, and early learning activities

• offered job assistance books and other books for adults

• opportunities for play for kids

• good conversations but a lot of fears about borrowing library materials

• follow up visit to the ICA food shelf—considered visits, storytime, collection

Turkey Day Giveaway



School Conferences 

• visited with 156 kids and families

• issued library cards

• checked out 100+ items

• update patrons on Ridgedale Library progress

• meet new friends and visit with old friends



World Culture Night 



World Culture Night 



World Culture Night 





Winter Farmer’s Market





Minnetonka Kid’s Fest 



Minnetonka Kid’s Fest 



• planning/organizing
• resources
• communication
• flexibility
• desire
• outgoingness
• resilience and persistence

moral of 
the story is



• physical design and process
• relationships
• summer learning
• fostered excitement & 

connection

conclusion



happily 
ever after


