
Archives Unite!
Making local history sources on underrepresented people more discoverable



Snapshot of exhibit panel from “The Life, The Work, The Fight: Black 
Duluth in History” February 2018. Design by Blackbird Revolt.
https://blackbirdrevolt.com/blackduluthinhistory/

[1981]

From the Robert J. Jansen papers, 1949-2001, UMD 
Archives and Special Collections

https://blackbirdrevolt.com/blackduluthinhistory/
https://libarchive.d.umn.edu/index.php?p=collections/controlcard&id=113&q=jansen


https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/the-great-migration

https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/the-great-migration


http://www.gracenbrilmyer.com/dismantling_whiteSupremacy_archives3.pdf

http://www.gracenbrilmyer.com/dismantling_whiteSupremacy_archives3.pdf


http://duluthlibrary.org/

Duluth Public Library Local Collections

● Primarily published books
● Extensive clippings files
● Locally produced newsletters, 

pamphlets, and other ephemera
● Slide collection, including this one of 

the 1929 Duluth Public Library 
Wildcats, an all-woman staff hockey 
team.

http://duluthlibrary.org/


Virginia Hyvarinen, Duluth Public Librarian from 1966-1988 “collapsing” after 
a big library presentation in 1980.



Minnesota Discovery Center
Iron Range Research Center
Documenting Iron Rangers’ Mettle since 1980(ish)!

Who We Were: Division of State Agency (IRRRB)
● 1977: Iron Range Interpretative Center (i.e., museum)
● 1980: Iron Range Research Center 
● 1985: Ironworld USA

Who We Are: Nonprofit Corporation
● 2005: Nonprofit board formed
● 2007: 10-year management agreement w/ IRRRB
● 2009: Renamed Minnesota Discovery Center
● 2017: Management agreement extended to 2027



Discover:   transitive verb
“To make known or visible”

Nature of Collection’s Presence in Archives
● Intentional / Proactive: “. . . publications depicting the history of Minnesota make little or no mention of the people of Vermilion 

Lake.”
● Incidental: Hibbing-Chisholm Women’s Club records (1923-1982)
● Ancillary: Tower-Soudan historical photographic collection (1883-1967)



css.edu/Archives

Materials in the Archives Include: 
● Historical documents and realia 
● Student publications such as newspapers, yearbooks, 

and literary books
● College publications such as catalogs and magazines
● College, departmental, and committee documents 
● Over 150,000 images including photographs, slides, and negatives 
● Over 300 digitized audio and visual recordings

Materials Available Online:
● College publications (1903 to present)
● Photographs (1909 to present)

1971

http://libguides.css.edu/Archives


Options to Make Materials Available Online:

1. Minnesota Reflections (https://reflections.mndigital.org/)
Offered by the Minnesota Digital Library, a service of Minitex; 
free digitization; need to apply to be accepted.

2. Arcasearch (http://arcasearch.com/)
Company based out of Cold Spring, MN; digitizes documents; 
hosts files; creates an online database.

3. Islandora (https://www.mnpals.org/services/islandora/)
Product of PALS; uses an open source digital asset management system; 
hosts photo, document and audio/visual files; creates an online database.  1991

https://reflections.mndigital.org/
http://arcasearch.com/
https://www.mnpals.org/services/islandora/


Materials in the Archives Include:

● Oral Histories
● Ojibwemowin Language Resources
● Photo albums, scrapbooks, yearbooks 

donated by tribal members
● Pow-Wow Photos & Music
● Red Lake Basketball History
● Tribal Council Minutes & Resolutions 

(1960s-present)
● VHS tapes of community events 

(1970s-early 2000s)
● Sacred Objects (not available for public viewing)

Medweganoonind Library & Archives:
The Tribal Archives for Red Lake Nation



The Challenge is TRUST

● Historical Exploitation of Native 
communities for purposes of 
non-Native research

● Very little is available online of 
the collection

● Rich collection, but it is still 
mostly unknown to even the 
community

STEP 1: Build Trust 

(slow process over the past 3 years)

STEP 2: Show the community what the 
archives can be 

>>>> TECH 2100: Digital Storytelling & 
Preservation



TECH 2100: Digital Storytelling & Preservation

● Began Spring 2018
● 7 Students from Red Lake Nation 

College
● Service Learning in the Tribal Archives
● They shared their work in the 

community with Facebook posts, 
conversations, and even interviews

● Instead of being told what the archives 
can be, they were shown by students, 
our future generation of leaders and 
knowledge keepers



The response 
from the 

community was 
AMAZING!



Inclusive Local History
● Collaborative project among archivists, 

local history librarians, and the 
community in the Twin Ports and 
Northern Minnesota

● Very early stages
● Participating Institutions

○ The College of St. Scholastica
○ Duluth Public Library
○ Iron Range Research Center
○ Red Lake Nation College
○ University of Minnesota Duluth
○ University of Wisconsin-Superior
○ Your institution???

Image from http://hafuboti.com

 



Step 1: Make our existing collections 
more discoverable to librarians and the 
public

● Individual actions at our own institutions
● Collaboration to gather information about 

collections into a centralized guide
○ http://libguides.d.umn.edu/inclusivelocalhistory

1419 Wise Women Radio records, Archives and Special Collections, Kathryn 
A. Martin Library, University of Minnesota Duluth

http://libguides.d.umn.edu/inclusivelocalhistory


Step 2: Help each other to 
better collect and preserve 
these resources

● We have not yet started doing this
● Collaboration with more institutions 
● Collaboration with community 

partners
● Collaboration with you???

Image from http://hafuboti.com

 



Questions?
http://libguides.d.umn.edu/inclusivelocalhistory 

College of St. Scholastica (css.edu/archives)
Heidi Johnson: hjohnso2@css.edu, 218-723-6140

Duluth Public Library (http://www.duluthlibrary.org/) 
Julie Kapke: jkapke@duluthmn.gov, 218-730-4209

Iron Range Research Center (http://www.mndiscoverycenter.com/research-center/)  
Christopher Welter: archivist@mndiscoverycenter.com, 218-254-1229

Red Lake Nation College, Medweganoonind Library & Archives (https://www.rlnc.education/library) 
Cassy Leeport: cassy.leeport@rlnc.education, 218-679-1007

University of Minnesota Duluth (https://lib.d.umn.edu/research-collections/archives) 
Aimee Brown, Shana Aue: libarchives@d.umn.edu, 218-726-8526

http://libguides.d.umn.edu/inclusivelocalhistory
http://libguides.css.edu/Archives
mailto:hjohnso2@css.edu
http://www.duluthlibrary.org/
mailto:jkapke@duluthmn.gov
http://www.mndiscoverycenter.com/research-center/
mailto:archivist@mndiscoverycenter.com
https://www.rlnc.education/library
https://lib.d.umn.edu/research-collections/archives
mailto:libarchives@d.umn.edu

