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Extra! Extra! Read All About It! 

Newspapers at the Minnesota Historical Society 
 

MNHS holds the largest collection of Minnesota newspapers, 
spanning over 150 years. 
● Titles:  6,500+ 
● Microfilm reels:  ~88,000 
● Currently collects: 26 daily newspapers, 436 weekly newspapers 
● Collection includes geographically and culturally diverse newspapers 

published between 1849 and today. 
 



Introduction 

Significance of the MNHS Newspaper Collection 
 

Because of its impressive history, scope and long legacy, the 
Newspaper Collection holds a great importance within the 
Society, for Minnesotans and beyond. 
 
 



Introduction 

Preserving Minnesota’s Newspapers for Access 
 

● In 1949, the year of the centennial of the establishment of the 
Minnesota Territory, MNHS started microfilming the newspaper 
collection.  
o About 99% has been microfilmed.  

● Access to newspaper on microfilm has its benefits and 
challenges: 
o Microfilm preserves and provides access through ILL and 

purchase of microfilm. 
o Scrolling page by page with a microfilm reader is a slow, 

painstaking process. 
● Digitization brings new potential for access. 

 
 
 

 
 



Introduction 

Enhancing Access to Newspapers 
 

What is the legacy of this wonderful newspaper collection as 
we move to the current focus to make the newspapers 
accessible digitally? 
 

How does digitization transform newspapers? 
 

● Internet access enables viewing and use from almost any location at 
any time. 

● Digitization makes the text on the pages searchable, within a single 
page or issue or across many different titles. 

● Tools to capture images and text allow for sharing and exposure of 
newspaper contents. 



Introduction 

Expanding Access and Aggregation  
 

As MNHS progressed from various digitization projects and 
partners, the digitized newspapers became accessible 
through different access platforms.  
 

● Chronicling America 
● Minnesota Digital Newspaper Hub 
● New Collections and Access Tool: ProSeek 

 

Today’s presentation will take you on a tour of the different 
projects and platforms, expanding digitization and MNHS’s 
goal of aggregating Minnesota’s digital newspapers in a 
single point of access. 
 



Newspaper Digitization Projects 

MNHS Newspaper Digitization - NDNP 
 
MNHS began digitizing Minnesota newspapers in 2007 as 
part of the National Digital Newspaper Program. 
 

● Grant from National Endowment for Humanities  

● Program administered by Library of Congress (LC) 

● MNHS digitizes newspapers from MNHS master microfilm 

● Opportunity to learn digitization process 

● Digitize to NDNP standards  

● Deliver to LC for Chronicling America http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 

o LC supplies infrastructure for access 
 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/


Newspaper Digitization Projects 

MNHS Expands Newspaper Digitization 
 
Building on its NDNP experience, MNHS expands digitization 
and engages new partners as the key to growing digital 
access to newspapers efficiently and economically. 
 

● Statewide 
○ Southeastern Libraries Cooperating (SELCO) 

○ Pine Island & Zumbrota  

○ Historical Minneapolis Tribune – Dept. of Education 

○ MNHS Legacy digitization 

● Regional/National 
o NDNP Partner States (ND, IA, SD) 

● International 
o Swedish American Newspaper Project 

 



Newspaper Digitization Projects 

Aggregation of  Newspapers 
 

● Need grows for a site to host 
digitized Minnesota newspapers. 

● Minnesota Digital Newspaper Hub 
design and development began in 
late 2010. 

● Multiple content streams contribute 
to Hub: 

 MN NDNP digitization 

 SELCO/NDNP compliant 

 Newspapers digitized by 

outside  sources  
 



Tour of Digital Newspapers 

Digital Newspapers at MNHS 
http://www.mnhs.org/newspapers 
 
● Minnesota Digital Newspaper Hub 

● Historical Minneapolis Tribune  
*new platform 

● Chronicling America  

● Swedish American Newspapers  
        *upcoming 

 
 

 

http://www.mnhs.org/newspapers


Tour of Digital Newspapers 

Lake Superior and Arrowhead Region 
 
 
 Digitized newspapers 

currently available from: 
 

• Duluth 
• Two Harbors 
• Grand Marais 
• Virginia 
• Tower 
• International Falls 
  



Digital Newspapers 

Minnesota Digital Newspaper Hub 
http://newspapers.mnhs.org 
 
 
 
 
 

http://newspapers.mnhs.org/
http://www.mnhs.org/newspapers


Digital Newspapers 

Historical Minneapolis Tribune 
http://newspapers2.mnhs.org/jsp/browse.jsp 
 
 
 
 

http://newspapers2.mnhs.org/jsp/browse.jsp


Digital Newspapers 

NDNP and Chronicling America  
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 
 
 
 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/


Search Strategies 

Our tour continues with examples of searches and 
strategies: 

 
• Handout with sample searches and the process for 

each digital newspaper site 

• OCR pros and cons 

• Browse vs. Search  

• Looking regionally if the newspapers of your 
community aren’t digitized yet 



Search Strategies 

Early Settler in Duluth 
 
A library patron has a relative who was an early settler in Duluth, 
Minnesota.   She wants to research the name, William Schnuckle.  
Can you find out more about him? 
 
 
Minnesota Digital Newspaper Hub: 
 

• Browse by County or Title 

• Advanced search with City, Words 

• Advanced search with County, Exact Phrase (with different 
   spellings) 

 
 

 

http://newspapers.mnhs.org/


Search Strategies 

Early Settler in Duluth – William Schnuckle 
 
 
 
 

Labor World (Duluth, Minn.), May 5, 1898 
Duluth Evening Herald, September 16, 1902 



Search Strategies 

Early Settler in Duluth – William Schnuckle 
 
 
 
 

Labor World (Duluth, Minn.), 
September 3, 1910 

The Cook County News-Herald (Grand Marais, Minn.), 
August 15, 1917 



Search Strategies 

Major Great Lakes Storm – November 1913 
 
A student comes into your library who is researching a major storm 
that hit the Great Lakes in November of 1913, and wants to find out 
what was reported in newspaper accounts of the time. 
 
 
Minnesota Digital Newspaper Hub: 
 

• Browse by Date 

• Advanced search with Any Counties, Any words, Publication     
  years, Publication month 

 
 
 
 

http://newspapers.mnhs.org/


Search Strategies 

Major Great Lakes Storm – November 1913 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Duluth Herald, November 12, 1913 



Search Strategies 

Major Great Lakes Storm – November 1913 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Duluth Herald, November 13, 1913 



Search Strategies 

Major Great Lakes Storm – November 1913 (cont.) 
 
 
Minneapolis Tribune site:   

• Search terms 
• Narrow by year 
• Narrow by month 
• Narrow by day 

 
Chronicling America site:   

• Advanced search with States 
• Earliest Date 
• Latest Date 
• Any Words 

 
 
 

http://newspapers2.mnhs.org/jsp/browse.jsp
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/


Search Strategies 

Major Great Lakes Storm – November 1913 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minneapolis Morning Tribune, 
November 14, 1913 The Bemidji Daily Pioneer, 

November 17, 1913 

Calumet News (Calumet, Mich.), 
November 12, 1913 



Search Strategies 

Iron Range Resident 
 
You are working on your own family history.  You remember that your 
grandmother mentioned a relative by the name of Louis Austman who 
lived up on the Iron Range and worked on the railroad. 
 
 
Minnesota Digital Newspaper Hub: 
 

• Map Search 
• Advanced Search with Counties and Exact Phrase 

 
 
 

http://newspapers.mnhs.org/


Search Strategies 

Iron Range Resident – Louis Austman 
 

Border Budget (Koochiching, Itasca County, Minn.), 
July 28, 1906 Two Harbors Iron News, November 22, 1907 

The Duluth Evening Herald, November 23, 1907 
The Duluth Evening Herald, April 6, 1907 



Search Strategies 

Iron Range Resident – Louis Austman (cont.) 
 
 
Minneapolis Tribune site:   

• Search term 
 
 
Chronicling America site:   

• States  
• Phrase 

 
 
Unfortunately, there was no luck on these sites. 



Search Strategies 

Iron Range Resident – Louis Austman (cont.) 
 
 
You could also follow up with other resources in the MNHS 
Collections: 
 

Duluth, Missabe, and Iron Range Railway.  Company Records, 1874-
1984.  (Personnel Department Records, etc.) 
 
MN State Census Index.  (A record was found for Austman, LE from 
1905 for Eveleth, Missabe Mountain, St. Louis County, Minnesota) 
 
Etc. 
 

Or your local collections… 



Future Digitization 

Upcoming digitized newspapers: 

● MN NDNP 2015-2017 

● Swedish American Newspaper Project 

● Publisher newspapers still in copyright – available on 
microfilm and if digital in the MNHS History Center 
Library 



The MNHS Process 

MNHS works with Partners through several steps: 
● Initial contact 

● Contract 

● Budget 

● Costs 

● Title selection 

● Reporting 



Any Questions? 

●  Newspapers 
●  Digitization 
●  Digital Newspaper sites 
●  Other? 

 
 

Contact: 
anne.levin@mnhs.org 
lynnette.westerlund@mnhs.org  

 

mailto:anne.levin@mnhs.org
mailto:lynnette.westerlund@mnhs.org


 
 
 
 
 

The End 
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